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PM Schotte files complaint against Central Bank Director Tromp 
 
Just before leaving for the Netherlands last Friday, Prime Minister Gerrit Schotte (MFK) 
filed a complaint against Central Bank director Emsley Tromp, confirmed the Public 

Prosecutor‟s Office (PPO). The PPO spokesperson would not go into details, but 

blackmail is considered the likely charge. Schotte said Tromp made his accusations 
against cabinet members in a failed attempt to force the government to drop its inquiry 
into the role of the head of the Central Bank of Curaçao and St. Maarten (CBCS) in a 
controversial three-million-guilder (USD 1.7 million) loan without collateral from Banco di 
Caribe in 2009. In the meantime, Curaçao Post director Franklin Sluis cast doubt on 

Tromp‟s accusations and denied having been part of a meeting between Girobank 

director Eric Garcia and Finance Minister George Jamaloodin (MFK). The Curaçao 

Banker‟s Association (CBA) is concerned about the violation of privacy and 

confidentiality when it comes to information on clients of commercial banks. “The image 
of the financial sector has been dented,” said CBA chairman Chicú Capriles. He referred 
to the moment when Schotte, during a press conference, showed a copy of a transfer 

from Tromp‟s bank account. “That‟s not normal,” said the banker, calling for an 

investigation into the leak and closing such as quickly as possible. The Curaçao 
Business Association VBC, in a release, said the current public row between the Schotte 

cabinet and the Central Bank director is very damaging to the island. The employers‟ 

organization wants a quick resolution of the conflict and is calling for an independent 
investigation. The association urged Governor Frits Goegdedrag to establish an 
independent “committee of wise and able men” to at least normalize relations between 
the government and the Central Bank pending the investigation. (Antilliaans Dagblad, 
Extra, Daily Herald)  



MAN party says Tromp must step down 
 
Curaçao coalition party MAN says Central Bank director Emsley Tromp must resign to 
open the way for a thorough investigation at the bank. MAN wants both the controversial 
loan without collateral that Tromp was reportedly involved in and his corruption 
accusations against three members of the Schotte cabinet to be looked into. Tromp has 
meanwhile filed an official complaint regarding the latter with the Public Prosecutor’s 
Office (PPO), which had already decided to investigate the matter on its own. MAN 
reasons that since Tromp said earlier he had considered stepping down he should now 
do so in order not to obstruct the probe that must be conducted as quickly as possible. 
The coalition party said Tromp’s accusations against several cabinet ministers damaged 
not only the government, but the entire country. One local newspaper reported that the 
Dutch Central Bank (DNB) will conduct an investigation into Tromp’s integrity. He had 
apparently asked for this himself before, but was refused by the Dutch government, so it 
is not clear who gave the instruction. (Amigoe, La Prensa, Daily Herald)  



 



International media attention for Isla refinery 
 
The Isla refinery has received international media attention in recent months through 
Reuters, Global Community Monitor and Crucians In Focus. The Reuters article refers to 
the refinery as an increasingly unwelcome guest on the island, and also mentions the 
local discussions on environmental and economic issues. This article can be found on 
the following link: http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/16/us-curacao-refinery-future-
idUSTRE72F6SI20110316 
The Global Community Monitor published an article with the heading „Island of Curaçao 

battles to close dirty and deadly refinery‟. The article is based upon information provided 

by the local Humanitarian Care Foundation and mentions that the refinery exceeds daily 
toxic emission standards. This article can be found on: 
http://www.gcmonitor.org/article.php?id=92. The same article has been used by 
Crucians In Focus to make comparisons with the Hovensa refinery in St. Croix. The 
article can be found on: http://cruciansinfocus.com/2011/02/19/curacao-battles-pdvsa-
refinery-is-this-a-look-into-the-future-for-st-croix/. (Amigoe)  

 
U.S. Consulate General promotes local Urban Dance film 

 
The United States Consulate General Curaçao is proud to help promote a locally 
produced film featuring Niles Ford and two colleagues of New York-based Urban Dance 
Collective (UDC) who participated at the Energy Street Festival on the island last 
February. Ford and his professional UDC dancers were sponsored by the Consulate and 
brought to Curaçao as a cultural program under the theme of African-American Heritage 
Month. The visiting dance professionals enlightened the local dance community as well 
as audiences at cultural events during their February 2011 visit. Also, UDC provided 
dance clinics for youth and a train-the-trainer program for teachers and educators. The 
movie is being presented in cooperation with Archimedium, Foundation of Dreams, 
Prince Bernhard Culture Fund and Teatro Luna Blou on June 2, 2001 at 8:00 p.m. in 
Teatro Luna Blou. Tickets can be purchased at the box office of Teatro Luna Blou for 10 
guilders (USD 5.60) and the film is also available on DVD, at the same event, for 25 
guilders (USD 14). (Daily Herald)  

 
Beth Holloway convinced Natalee Holloway no longer alive 

 
Beth Holloway, mother of disappeared teenager Natalee Holloway, recently told the 
American press that she is convinced that her daughter is no longer alive. Holloway said 
that she lost her last hope after the arrest of prime suspect Joran van der Sloot in Peru 
last year. Van der Sloot had been arrested on charges of murdering 21-year-old 
Stephanie Flores Ramirez in a hotel room on May 30, 2010. Natalee Holloway 
disappeared in 2005 during a holiday in Aruba. (La Prensa)  

 
Community organizations publish statement about Central Bank  
conflict 

 
A total of 35 professional and other community organizations have issued a public 
statement about the current conflict between the Schotte cabinet and Central Bank 

Director Emsley Tromp. The joint statement, dubbed the „Willemstad Declaration‟, 

criticizes both the government and the Central Bank for their public (counter) 
accusations, causing “enormous damage to the image of our country, both locally as 
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well as internationally.” The organizations further expressed their “extraordinary” concern 
for the consequences of the conflict for the “quality of life of our citizens.” Some of the 

signatories of the declaration are the Curaçao Bankers‟ Association, Chamber of 

Commerce, Curaçao Business Association, Indian Merchants‟ Association, Curaçao 

Hospitality and Tourism Association, Curaçao Freezone Association, Council of 
Churches, Willemstad Diocese, Protestant Education Association, and Small Business 
Association. (Antilliaans Dagblad, Extra)  



Request for delay of Caribbean guilder 
 
Curaçao Finance Minister George Jamaloodin (MFK) will soon ask Parliament to 
postpone the introduction of the joint Caribbean guilder of Curaçao and St. Maarten. The 
minister said there are several reasons for the delay. The switch from the current 
Netherlands Antilles guilder to the Caribbean guilder is expected to cost 20 million 
guilders (USD 11.2 million). The new currency was supposed to go into effect on 
January 1, 2012, but it is already clear this target date cannot be made. The fact that St. 
Maarten is considering dollarization also plays a role. Considering that, there is no big 
hurry, said Jamaloodin, who emphasized that the Schotte cabinet has not made a 
decision on possibly switching to the U.S. dollar. He expects to present his proposal to 
the legislature within the next two weeks. (Daily Herald)  

 
Eight arrested for human smuggling 

 
Eight men were detained by police for human smuggling Tuesday night after Coast 
Guard personnel intercepted a vessel in Simpson Bay and escorted it to the Simpson 
Bay police station. The eight men, including the captain and a crew member, were kept 
in custody pending further investigation. Police spokesmen Ricardo Henson, Chief 
Public Prosecutor Hans Mos and Coast Guard official Roderick Gouverneur confirmed 
the arrest had taken place but could not elaborate on the case. (Daily Herald, La Prensa)  
  

Kingdom Justice Ministers to meet in St. Maarten 
 
The four Justice Ministers of the Kingdom will meet in St. Maarten on June 17- 20 for 
their twice-yearly consultation. St. Maarten Justice Minister Roland Duncan announced 
that St. Maarten would chair the meetings. Duncan has invited Ministers Elmer Wilsoe of 
Curaçao and Arthur Dowers of Aruba to come to St. Maarten early so that matters of 
importance to the three Dutch Caribbean countries can be handled ahead of the main 
meeting on Monday, June 20. The Aruba and Curaçao Justice Ministers are scheduled 
to arrive here on June 17 and will discuss with Duncan the movement of people among 
the islands. This has been a key immigration matter since the dissolution of the 
Netherlands Antilles and the birth of separate entities Curaçao and St. Maarten. Duncan 
said Dutch Minister for Immigration and Asylum Gerd Leers also had been invited for the 
June 18 meeting to discuss his plans for movement of people within the Kingdom as a 
whole. This also will be preparation for the “big meeting” on June 20 when Dutch 
Security and Justice Minister Ivo Opstelten will join in the discussions that will cover a 
variety of subjects, in particular how the four countries will continue to cooperate. (Daily 
Herald)  

 
 
 



Kingdom Council of Ministers agrees to independent Central Bank  
investigation 

 
The Kingdom Council of Ministers has agreed to Curaçao’s request for an independent 
investigation into the controversy between the Schotte cabinet and the Central Bank of 
Curaçao and St. Maarten (CBCS). An independent committee will be established to 
conduct the inquiry. The Audit Chamber of Curaçao will be involved as desired by that 
country’s Parliament. The Kingdom Council of Ministers addressed the situation arising 
from the various allegations between Central Bank Director Emsley Tromp and the 
MFK/PS/ MAN Government in Curaçao. The Council met with Curaçao Prime Minister 
Gerrit Schotte (MFK) and discussed the matter with his St. Maarten counterpart Sarah 
Wescot-Williams (DP). The Governors of the two countries were also consulted. The 
investigation aims to “in the shortest possible time restore the confidence in the 
institutions on Curaçao.” In a reaction, Sovereign Party leader and Member of 
Parliament Helmin Wiels told the press that he considered the agreement null and void. 
Wiels said that such a decision could only be made by the Parliament of Curaçao and 
that PM Schotte could expect a lot of “fireworks” upon his return to Curaçao. (Various 
newspapers)  

 
Aruba police make numerous arrests 

 
In recent weeks, the Aruba Police Department’s Burglary Task Force has arrested nearly 
60 suspects related to various residential and business burglaries as well as vehicle 
break-ins. For several months, a combined team of detectives from both the Oranjestad 
and Santa Cruz precincts have compiled technical data and other evidence in order to 
make the arrests possible. The suspects vary in age from 23 to 32 years old. (Diario 
Aruba)  

 
Five Brazilians held, suspected of being smuggled 

 
The Dutch Caribbean Coast Guard intercepted the sailing vessel Teranga flying a U.S. 
flag and suspected of illegally transporting or smuggling five Brazilian men. Teranga was 
intercepted two miles south of Maho Beach on its way to Tortola on May 31. Seven men 
were arrested. The captain of the yacht reportedly told the Coast Guard that two people 
were aboard the vessel. After an inspection, five men were found in the sailboat’s cabin. 
The two men manning Teranga had legal status in St. Maarten. Teranga was escorted to 
the Simpson Bay police station where the detainees were handed over to the police. 
(Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)  

 
CURAÇAO  
 
Crime May 27 – June 2  
On May 30, a Chinese restaurant (location unknown) was robbed. The same 
evening, a man in Buena Vista was stabbed and killed during a domestic 
argument. On May 31, two pedestrians in Punda were robbed. The following day, 
a pedestrian in Koraal Specht was robbed. (Extra, Amigoe, La Prensa)  

 



ST. MAARTEN  
 
Crime May 27 – June 2  
On May 30, a man was shot and injured during an altercation near a bar in 
Philipsburg. The following day, a former minister was robbed in her home in St. 
John’s by two men. (Daily Herald, St. Maarten Island Time)  

 
Former minister robbed at knifepoint  
On May 31, two men with bandannas over their faces broke into the home of 
former Minister of Labor Maria Buncamper-Molanus (DP) and placed a knife to 
her throat during an attempted robbery. Buncamper-Molanus was cut on her 
hand in a minor struggle. She was told to get on the ground and was in the 
process of being tied up when her husband walked in. The men subsequently ran 
off. Police later found a white bandana at the crime scene and a television 
belonging to the Buncampers. The case is still under investigation. (Various 
newspapers)  

 
Stiff sentences for four crime suspects  
The Court of First Instance handed out stiff sentences against four men for a 
range of violent armed robberies. The most brutal of these crimes was the 
abduction of a Dutch resident, who was robbed, kidnapped and left for dead in 
Maho on October 16, 2010. The principal suspect in this crime received 22 years 
and ten months jail time. The Public Prosecutor’s Office held the same suspect 
responsible for a series of other crimes, committed with others in October 2010. 
During these robberies, shots had been fired, while victims had also been 
threatened with firearms and knives. Several victims were injured. Three other 
suspects were sentenced to 19 years, 18 years and 15 years, respectively. All 
were repeat offenders. (Daily Herald)  
 
  
 

 

 
 “The Weekly Press Summary is a compilation of stories running in the Dutch Caribbean press that is 

intended to alert readers about items of interest to them. There is no interpretation or verification of the 

facts contained therein." 


